Request for Genealogical Information for John Emahizer 


Last Updated: March 11, 2024 


The Email Request 

Do you have school records for Pontiac schools in the 1870s? I’m trying to verify family lore. John 
Emahizer became very successful in Kansas and credited it to hard work after being orphaned and 
shipped off to relatives at Pontiac who couldn't take him in and farmed him out to neighbors to work 


for room and board. 


His mother died sometime around the 1870 census where they were living near Wenona Illinois. The 
brothers were in Kansas first in fall 1878. 


Thanks for suggestions you may have to fill in the blanks. 
Pontiac Daily Leader Newspaper 


No hits for John Emahizer or Emahizer. 


1878 LeBaron Livingston County History Book 


Two Pontiac farmers with last name of Emahizer are listed. 
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PONTIAC TOWNSHIP. 


Adams, Joseph, F., farmer: P.O. Pontiac. Emerson, Wm. H.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Andrews, Thos., far.: P. O. Pontiac. Erickson, C.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Aerl, Isaac, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. Edgington, Jas. G.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Bennet, C. N., farmer: P.O. Pontiac. Fenton, Jas. G.. drayman and coal dealer. 
Bancroft, L., nur. and gar.; P.O. Pontiac. Freudy, George, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Brown, Reason, farmer; P. O. Pontiac. Finley, John M.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Balmer, John. farmer: P. O. Pontiac. Finley, Ezra, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Babcock. Mrs. J. S.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. Foley. Morris, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Bertram. Edward. furniture salesman. Fritz. Peter, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Bowman. William G..far.; P. O. Pontiac. Groves. W. F., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Brown, George R.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. Greenman, John. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Breese. William. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Greenman, silas. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Beardsley, O. S.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. Glaze, Isaac, far.: P.O. Pontiac. _ 
Grouch, Emory. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Grandy, Nathan S., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cox. James. Sr.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Glaze, Jessie. far.; P. Q. Pontiac. 
Cox, James. Jr.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Garton, Isaac C., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cox, Jacob. farmer: P. O. Pontiac. Hill. Harry, far.: P. O. Pontiac. ; 
Corbin, J. K., far.; P. O. Pontiac. Honeywell, Jesse D., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
* Capes. William. farmer: P. O. Pontiac. Heisner, Paul. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Capes, Charles, farmer; P. O. Pontiac. Heylson. Barney, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cunningham, George, far.; P.O. Pontiac. Hicks, Anthony. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Campbell, Francis M., far.; P. O. Pontiac. Hicks, William. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Carter, Mrs. E. A., far.; P. O. Pontiac. Haney, Charles. far.; P. O. Pontiac. _ 
Cason, James. far.: P. O. Pontiac. Hendershot. Squire, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Duff, John G.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Huling, E. P., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Duff, Mrs Eliza, far.; P. O. Pontiac. Houder, Jacob, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Davis, William R.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Houder, Ephraim, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Demoss. William H.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. Houder. Miss Mary. capitalist. 
Essick, Isaac, far.: P. O. Pontiac. Houk, Felix. far.; P. O. Pontiac. : 
Ewing. James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. Hart, Walter, nur. and gar.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Eylar, Alfred A.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. | Huff, James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
i Wesley, far. : P. O. Pontiac. | Hendershot, Omer, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
William, far.; P. O. Pontiac. ' Hartle. Jacob. Jr.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 


Note: Both Wesley and William Emahizer on on this list, don't know why computer only highlighted 
William when I did the search. 


1888 Livingston County History Book 
Zero hits on Emahizer. 

1900 Livingston County History Book 
No Emahizer biographies. 

1909 Vol. 2 History Book 

No hits on Emahizer. 

Fairbury Blade Newspaper 

No hits on Emahizer. 


Chatsworth Plaindealer Newspaper 
No hits. 


Livingston County Poor Farm 
I need to go to Pontiac to check the Register Book. 


Google Book Search 


Several hits about Kansas furniture company. Lists J. C. Emahizer as President. 
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Livingston County Country School Records 

We have some in the Livingston County Historical Society Archives. The problem is that there were 
299 country schools in the county (spaced every 2 miles apart so children did not have to walk more 
than 1 mile to school). Without knowing the country school name, not practical to search these records 
manually. 


In the era of country schools, which disappeared around 1948, the boys almost always quit at the 8" 
grade to help their father on the farm. Some of the girls went to high school in town. 


If the boy was an orphan, he may not have attended country school at all. We did have a case of an 
orphan in Fairbury where the boy worked for neighbors and did go to country school. 


Federal Database of Land Purchase Records 
Most of the land in Livingston County was claimed and purchased by 1860, so unlikely the Emahizer 
boys bought land directly from the federal government. I checked the database, and no purchases by 


Emahizer or Emahiser. 


Plat Books or Atlas’s Showing Who Farmed Where 


The earliest Atlas is the 1893 Atlas with names of the farmers. It is by township, so assume the two 
brothers were in Pontiac Township, since they are listed in Pontiac in the 1878 history book. 


A visual check of Pontiac Township found no Emahizer’s listed in the 1893 Atlas. 
1924 Magazine Printer”s Ink with Emahizer furniture Store 


I copied the 2 pages and made 2 JPG files of the pages. They are shown below. 


78 PRINTERS' INK Mar. 20, 1924 } 


SADKI DA DEI DAI CYT BAI DE DAI DET DAA CEI DAI DE DA CHL DAA CT DA E DA CINY 


A Good Merchandiser 
Makes a Good Town! . 


ASS merchandiser makes the opportunity. This 
what The Emahizer-Spielman Furniture Company of 
Topeka, Kansas has done. Topeka has a population of 50,022 


This progressive establishment does yearly a volume of $850,000.00. I, 
covers a radius of 50 miles. To do so it maintains a fleet of 18 Sos NI 
6 covered and 12 open types. 


Its buyers attend E markets in Grand Rapids and Chicago. On ta! 
floors is found everything that makes a house a home. A few items are: 
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lum fat Ware Curtains and Draperies Refri f 
ae $ Desks (Once) Rods (Curtains) 
Bassinets (Baby) Book 
Baskets (all kinds) Fans (Electric) Screens (Fireplace) 
Bedding Furniture (I enile) Sets (Telephone). 
Blankets urniture f 
Cabinets (all kinds) Glassware (miscellaneous) Shades Lamp & Decoratin) £ 
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Carpet Sweepers Electric) Stools A 
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Mr, J. C. Emahizer, PRESIDENT, 
THE EMAHIZER-SPIELMAN FURNITURE coe 
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The Emahizer-Spielman Company departmentalizes its floors, 
“¿Department sales are as follows, in relation to its total yearly volume: 
- 


Furniture Department - - . - 30 percent 
Floor Coverings E ee gee WARY” ES 

e Draperies oe 15 UE e 

4 for E errata 

p - - - - - 

z House Furnishings 

E er than furniture) - - - 48 

A Total 100 percent 


5 Vhere you find progressive merchandisers you'll find executives who 
ad their business papers. We have an interesting message regarding 
‘our complete merchandising plan. Yours for the asking. 


‘4 Reprints of this series sent to executives for data files upon request 
Member The American Homes Bureau 


Furniture Record 
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Ancestry.com Family Tree 


I made a family tree in Ancestry.com. 


Elizabeth ( 
Emahizer Holmes Ema 


1827-1859 1830-1870 


William H. 
Emahizer Emahizer Emahizer 
1853-1941 1855-1934 1858-1933 


Mary E 
Emahizer 
1859-1936 


Helen Ruth 
Geiger 


The requestor for more information on John C. Emahizer (1858-1933) has an existing family tree and 
has found many sources of information about him. 


So, Welsey and William Emahizer, who are listed as farmers in the 1878 Liv. County history book, 
copy above, were brothers of John C. Emahizer. In 1878, Wesley would have been 25 and William 23, 
with John being 20. 


If John had attended Pontiac country school, it would have been when he was 5 (or 1863) and in 8" 
grade at age 13 (1871), or between 1863 and 1871. 


Herndon_Nonpareil_Thu__Oct_17__1929_ Newspaper from Newspapers.com 


The Sunday Topeka Daily Capital, 
tast week carried a complete 18-page 
section, relating to the fiftieth an- 
niversary of I. C. Emahizer, a lead- - 
Ing furn.ture dealer of that city. 
Mr Emeh'ver shortd be in tow 
great many of the old timers in this 
locality, as he was formerly located 
at Oberlin, in the same line of busi- 
: ness. Mr. Emahizer came to Kansas 
in 1870, setting on a claim. His 
first connection with the furiifture 
business dates from his twenty-fist 
ryear, when he became connected 
with the W. A. Fraser furnituer store 
in Oberlin. He spent twenty-one 
years at Oberl.n, later going to Top- 
eka in 1900 where he has since been 
connected with the firm of Emahizer- 
Srielman Furniture ber sent 
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This October 27, 1929, article refers to a special article about the history of Mr. Emahizer. This special 
article likely has a biography about him, which may mention being an orphan and growing up in the 
Pontiac, Illinois, area. The previous Sunday would have been the October 13" issue of the Sunday 
Topeka Daily Capital in 1929. I was unable to access this article. Newspapers.com only has this paper 
through 1922. 


Book Biographies 
Many successful businessmen of Mr. Emahizer’s era had biographies written about them. Using 


Google Book search, I was not able to find any biographies.........or any other books that had 
significant biographies about him. 


List of Farmers that J.C. Emahizer May have Worked for 


The 1878 Liv. Co. history book lists all the farmers in Pontiac Township in 1878. It is possible that he 
worked for one or more of them. 


PONTIAC 


Adams, Joseph, F., farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 


Andrews, Thos., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Aerl, Isaac, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Bennet. C. N., farmer: P.O. Pontiac. 


Bancroft, L., nur. and gar.; P.O. Pontiac. 


Brown. Reason, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Balmer, John. farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Babcock. Mrs. J. S.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Bertram. Edward. furniture salesman. 


Bowman. William G.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 


Brown, George R.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Breese. William. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Beardsley, O. 5.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Crouch, Emory. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cox. James, Sr.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cox, James, Jr.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cox, Jacob, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Corbin, J. K., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 

* Capes. William, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Capes, Charles, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 


Cunningham, George, far.; P.O. Pontiac. 
Campbell, Francis M., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


Carter, Mrs. E. A., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Cason, James. far.: P. O. Pontiae. 
Duff, John G.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Duff. Mrs Eliza. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Davis, William R.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


Demoss. William H.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


Essick, Isaac, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Ewing. James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Eylar, Alfred A.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Emahizer, Wesley, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Emahizer, William, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


TOWNSHIP. 


Emerson, Wm. H.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Erickson, C., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Edgington, Jas. G., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Fenton, Jas. G.. drayman and coal dealer. 
Freudy, George, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Finley, John M.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Finley, Ezra, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 

Foley. Morris, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Fritz. Peter, farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Groves, W. F., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Greenman, John. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Greenman, Silas. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Glaze, Isaac, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Grandy, Nathan S.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Glaze, Jessie. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Garton, Isaac C.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Hill. Harry, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Honeywell, Jesse D., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Heisner, Paul. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Heylson. Barney, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Hicks, Anthony. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Hicks, William. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Haney, Charles. far.; P. O. Pontiac. _ 
Hendershot. Squire, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Huling. E. P., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Houder, Jacob. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Houder, Ephraim, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Houder. Miss Mary, capitalist. 

Houk, Felix. far.; P. O. Pontiac. , 
Hart, Walter, nur. and gar. ; P. O. Pontiac. 


| Huff, James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


` Hendershot, Omer, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
' Hartle. Jacob. Jr.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 


Herbert, Daniel W., harness maker. 
Huey, J. E., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Jordan, Luke, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Jacobson, Ule T., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Jacobson, James T., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Johnson, A. M., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Keller, C. M., farmer; P. O. Pontiac. 
Kellogg, Aaron W., nur. and gar.; P.O 
Pontiac. 
Kellogg, Nathan M., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Kellogg, Truman M., far.; Pontiac. 
Kraft, George, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Kibby, James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lyon, Thomas, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Laycock, Dudley, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lawrence, Wm., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lawrence, Richard, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lawrence, Nelson, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Laycock, Jefferson, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lambert, James A.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lower, Wm., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Lugland, Ole O., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Loftiss. J. W.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Marsh, Arthur J., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Mason, W. D.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McCoy, James. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McCoy, Owen, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McCormack, Samuel, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Miller, Michael, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McCarty, John D., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
McCormack, Frank, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Munson, Peter, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McCabe, Datis. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Munson, B., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
McMahan, Michael, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Nelson, Elwell, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
North, J. J., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Normal, W. B., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Oleson, Severin, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Oleson, Chris., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Oleson, Andrew, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Okeson, Wm. B., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Oleson, John K., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Perry, Joseph O.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Peasley, C. D., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Peasley, George I., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Peterman, Allen, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Proesel, Joseph, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
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Provost, Cephus, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Powell, John, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Rollings. Philip. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Rollings, William H.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Raymond. A., drayman; P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, Garrett C., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, James, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson. A. E., far.; P.O. Pontiac. 
Redfern, James L.. ponltry buyer; P. O. 
Pontiac. 
Righter, J. W., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Russell, Frank T.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Roth, Jobn. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, S. B., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, Benj. M., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, Perry, far.: P.O. Pontiac. 
Robinson, Wm. H.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Rathburn, Henry, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Smith, R. R., farmer: P. O. Pontiac. 
Shane, David, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Schlosser, Samuel, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Schlosser, Eliza. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Schlosser. Elijah. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Sample. Robert, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Simpson, Benjamin, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Soule, F. A.. farmer; P. O. Pontiac. 
Schneider, Mrs. G.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Sullivan, Michael, far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Steinbach, John S.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Sampson. Ole T., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Smith, John H.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Scanlan, Daniel. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 
Stewart, Collins, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Sweet, S. A> m P. 0. Pontiac. 
Simmons, Jas. W., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Tate, W. L.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. i 
Thompson, Rasmus, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
Taylor, George C.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. 


: Taylor, John, C., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 


' Utley, Leander, far.; P.O. Pontiac. 


Wheeler, Thomas, far.; P.O. Pontiac. 
Walden, Aaron WF.. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


: Walden, William J., far.: P. O. Pontiac. 
i Walden, Zach.. far.: P. O. Pontiac. ig 
| Weist, John, far.: P. O. Pontiac. 

: Weber. George. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 

' Young. Mrs. R. E., far.; P. O. Pontiac. 

i Young. Jones. far.; P. O. Pontiac. 


Search Status as of March 11, 2024 


Livingston County Poor Farm 


My records for the Liv. Co. Historical Society indicate the County Poor Farm started in 1875 and we 
have the handwritten register starting from that date. 


J.C. Emahizer would have been 13 in 1875 when the Poor Farm started. He likely started working for 
local farmers by that age, but maybe he was in the Poor Farm briefly. I will have to go from my house 
in Fairbury over to Pontiac to check this book. Here is its location in our archives: 


Country School 


So if J.C. Emahizer went to country school, it was likely in a Pontiac Township country school. He 
would have attended between 1863 and 1871 [when he was age 5 to 13]. 


Problem is there were 7 country schools in Pontiac Township. Lucille Goodrich published a book with 
the history of Liv. County schools. The book includes maps showing the 299 country schools and the 
names of the schools. 
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Enterprise 
Wolf Creek 
Edgewood 
Jordan 
Pontiac Grade 
Erick 

Taylor 
Laycock 


Future 


I will have to go to Pontiac and search through the stack of country school records and see if I can find 
any for this time period and locations. 


1929 Special Newspaper Article (Sunday October 13, 1929, Topeka Daily Capital) 


One could pursue trying to find a copy of this article because it might have a detailed biography 
mentioning that he was an orphan and worked for farmers in the Pontiac area. 


I am not going to pursue this at this time (I tried and had no luck). 


Dale C. Maley 
President — Livingston County Historical Society 


